PDQ Conflict of Interest Policy and Certification Form
I.  Policy
The Physician Data Query® (PDQ) Editorial Boards are responsible for producing and updating evidence-based information summaries for the National Cancer Institute (NCI) on topics related to cancer treatment, supportive care, screening, prevention, genetics, and integrative, alternative, and complementary therapies. These information summaries are made available to health professionals, patients, and the general public through NCI’s main website (www.cancer.gov) and other distribution mechanisms. The PDQ summary process helps NCI fulfill, in part, information dissemination requirements specified in federal legislation.

Because NCI is viewed as a source of authoritative cancer information, it must ensure that the information it disseminates is comprehensive, scrupulously accurate, and unbiased.  Consequently, all members of the PDQ Editorial Boards, as well as other individuals who may contribute text to PDQ cancer information summaries, are expected to be free of financial interests or commercial or professional relationships that might potentially affect their ability to evaluate, distill, and synthesize in an unbiased manner information published in the peer-reviewed scientific literature or other venues.

Relevant financial interests include stock ownership in pharmaceutical companies, biotech companies, manufacturers or suppliers of medical devices, and manufacturers or distributors of dietary supplements or herbal remedies, excluding money invested in diversified funds that the individual does not control. Important financial interests also include ownership or partnership interests in medical clinics, practice groups, or research institutes that emphasize specific approaches to treatment or healing philosophies. Relevant financial interests also encompass patent holdings and patent applications.

Relevant commercial or professional relationships are defined by the following: compensation resulting from employment with a biomedical or pharmaceutical company; compensation resulting from employment with a biomedical organization or institute (for profit or not for profit) that emphasizes a specific approach to treatment or healing philosophy; receipt of advisory fees or compensation for testimony related to an individual’s scientific or medical expertise; and membership in a speaker’s bureau for a biomedical company or organization.

II. Certification
☐  I certify that I have no financial interests or relationships that might raise concern about my ability to objectively evaluate, distill, and synthesize information published in the peer-reviewed scientific literature or other venues for inclusion in PDQ cancer information summaries.
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